
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017

Gaston County Schools

Matthew Renegar
Star Teacher

Approximately 270 of  the 720 days I have spent at Highland School of  Technology have 
been in Room A124. Mr. Renegar’s everyday “Who’s ready for some calculus?” or “Isn’t 
calculus just so much fun?” have become completely ingrained in my memory. However, 
Mr. Renegar has done more for me than just teach me how to take a derivative or solve 
an integral. He has shown me the crucial role of  both perseverance and determination in 
obtaining success. 

Now, I have loved math ever since I could add in kindergarten. I like how there is  
usually a finite solution and a methodical process for obtaining that answer. I’ve learned, 
however, that life itself  is kind of  like a math problem. I’m not always going to get the 
right answer or know how to solve the problem in front of  me, but Mr. Renegar has 
taught me the value of  always giving 100% effort. Thanks to him, I now approach each 
problem, in both math and life, with an open mind, ready to give it a shot whether I’m 
completely sure I know how to solve it or am totally lost on how to even start. 

I am amazed at how he maintains his composure when my best friend and I give him a 
hard time occasionally, but his perpetual positive attitude is something I admire and hope 
to see in myself  one day. I hope to love my future job as much as he loves his. I was only 
given a finite number of  300 words to describe the influence Mr. Renegar has had on my 
life, but there aren’t enough words to express how grateful I am to have spent ⅜ of  my 
high school career with him as teacher of  the subject I love most. 

Karlie Nielson
Highland School of  Technology
Star Student 2019


